
London Bridge
Medi-Culture 
District: Vision



For seven centuries, the London Bridge area has 
been one of the world’s most significant sites for the 
development of healthcare, science and wellbeing. Life 
changing work that continues now and into the future. 

Currently, there are several cultural institutions located within or on 
the boundary of the London Bridge area, with more to come. They 
recognise their thematic overlap and see the benefits of establishing a 
formal network that allows them to work together. The list of cultural 
institutions includes, but is not limited to >

Why a 
Medi-Culture 
District in 
London Bridge? 

Vision:

HABLab; Life Sciences Museum
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Royal Pharmaceutical Society Museum

“To become one of the world’s most 
significant medi-culture district that 
celebrates its 700 year-long heritage 
of life-changing work”

Institutions 
Science Gallery London (King’s College London)

HABLab; Life Sciences Museum (King’s College London) TBC

The Gordons Museum of Pathology (Kings College London)

The Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret

Florence Nightingale Museum (TBC)
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4. Florence Nightingale

Partners: Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust, Guys and 

St Thomas Charity, Royal Pharmaceutical Society Museum, Royal 

College of Gynaecologist and Obstetricians, Southwark Council
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For the past two 
millennia, London 
Bridge and its 
surrounding area 
has been a centre of 
activity. 

As the primary means of 
crossing the river Thames 
since Roman times, London 
Bridge came to be frequented 
by thousands of people a day. 
The multiple trade networks 
brought people as well as 
goods to the area, resulting 
in London Bridge becoming 
a melting pot of different 
cultures and customs.

From its foundation as an 
Augustinian Priory at the 
turn of the 12th century, 
Southwark Cathedral was a 
place for healing and medical 
care, becoming one of the 
first hospitals in London.  After 

Thomas Becket’s martyrdom, 
the hospital was renamed as 
St Thomas’ Hospital, and was 
based around Borough High 
Street for the next 750 years 
while a sister hospital was 
built by Thomas Guy in the 
early 18th century. Florence 
Nightingale established her 
nursing school there in 1859  
and since then the area has 
been home to an innovative 
medical hub.

London Bridge continues 
to be a significant hub for 
medical institutions and 
industry today. Guy’s Hospital 
is one of the UK’s leading 
teaching hospitals and has 
recently opened a pioneering 
Cancer Centre on their estate. 
King’s College London’s 
prominent Faculty of Life 
Sciences & Medicine is based 
in the adjacent campus, whilst 
HCA Healthcare UK has two 
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sites in London Bridge and is 
a leading provider of cutting-
edge treatment across the 
country. 

The area continues to be 
a vibrant commercial and 
cultural district, offering 
theatre and museums as well 
as culinary exploration at the 
wealth of restaurants in and 
around Borough Market. It 
is a vibrant, diverse part of 
the capital, and is recognised 
for its literary, religious, 
economic, maritime, medical, 
political, cultural and culinary 
significance. 

The history 
and significance of 
culture and medicine 
in London Bridge

1107 Infirmary 
for pilgrims 
established just 
south of London 
Bridge. In 1173 it 
is named after St 
Thomas Beckett.

1561
First record 
of medical 
instruction at 
St Thomas’

1724
The building 
of Guy’s 
Hospital 
begins

1815
Poet John 
Keats trains 
at Guy’s as an 
apothecary

1825
Arrangements 
for teaching 
students at 
Guy’s and 
St Thomas’ 
hospitals are 
separated

1831 
King’s College 
London opens

1860
Florence 
Nightingale 
establishes 
School of 
Nursing at St 
Thomas’

1871
St Thomas’ 
Hospital 
moves to its 
present site 
in Lambeth 
to make way 
for building 
of London 
Bridge 
Station

Why this vision

“Linking universities, 
hospitals, museums 
and more, the District 
brings together sites of 
pivotal importance to 
science and medicine”

The cultural organisations 
located in the area have a 
strong narrative synergy 
around the themes of science, 
healthcare and medicine.

Their current presence in the 
area is rooted in the historical 
significance of London Bridge 
as a hub for medical and 
healthcare developments. 
When brought together, they 
present a varied palette of 
cultural engagement that 
tells a story. They make the 
past relevant by evidencing 
the contemporary value of 
the medical heritage legacy, 

offering the wider public 
an insight into today’s 
continuous progress of 
science and medicine through 
a cross-fertilisation that drives 
innovation. 

A recent Masterplan 
produced for the London 
Bridge Campus Biomedical 
Cluster proposes a major 
redevelopment of the campus 
over the next 25 years, aiming 
to attract new talents and 
firms. This opportunity is 
reinforced by the chance 
to engage with several 
significant development 
projects along St. Thomas 
Street to discuss cultural uses 
within the proposed buildings 
and spaces. 
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5. Science Gallery London

“The District is the transformational heart of 
biomedical science; past, present and future’



Aligning strategic 
objectives

Adding value to the 
London Bridge Campus 
Biomedical Cluster

The District’s cultural offer can 
bring a significant added value 
to the development of London 
Bridge, attracting (inter)national 
investment and positioning 
the Borough of Southwark 
internationally as a leading 
biomedical knowledge research 
cluster.

Organisations have expressed a 
willingess to build on already-
established relationships 
to develop a formalised 
partnership. This partnership 
presents the opportunity 
to align individual strategic 
objectives and develop a simple 
set of core ambitions that will 
ensure mutual benefit for all 
partnering organisations.

Shared space for 
collaborative programming

01

A shared space for collective 
programming will give 
partnering institutions the 
ability to share resources 
and collections, deliver a 
collaborative offer of cultural 
events and combine efforts on 
educational programmes and 
audience development. 
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Reaching wider 
audiences

Raising public awareness of 
the connection between the 
organisations and providing 
an overarching narrative will 
unite the partnering institutions. 
Offering a broad cultural 
package will increase the dwell 
time of visitors.  
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The Old Operating Theatre

Next Steps

An appetite and proposed 
ambition for a united 
medical museum district 
in London Bridge has been 
established. Now we need 
to look at the next steps for 
further development of this 
vision: 

Governance and Resources

Understanding the capacity for 
governance amongst the linked 
institutions will be key to the 
successful delivery of this vision. 
A report should be developed 
modelling required resources and 
potential governance structures to 
ensure the vision is sustainable.

Meanwhile Programme

By way of fostering awareness and 
developing the unifying vision, 
a programme of ‘Meanwhile’ 
events should be rolled-out. 
These must be located across 
the District and immediate areas, 
activating unexpected spaces and 
promoting exploration. These 
should be programmed alongside 
the development of the vision 
to champion the ambition of 
the project, test audiences and 
brand values, and achieve broad 
stakeholder buy-in.

Audience Engagement

Understanding the appetite 
for this amongst current and 
potential audiences. One-to-one 
consultations, focus groups, and a 
broad-engagement survey could 
be conducted to better understand 
the audience’s current awareness 
and response to the proposal for a 
unified district. 

Interpretive Masterplan

In order to better understand 
the potential manifestations of 
the united vision, an Interpretive 
Masterplan should be developed to 
analyse current offers and propose 
a series of linked interpretive 
experiences. 






